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A	  century	  ago,	  Rudolf	  Henry	  Pfaff	  had	  a	  vision	  and	  $5,000	  in	  Liberty	  Bonds.	  Today,	  that	  vision	  
and	  that	  $5,000	  have	  become	  the	  Ashtabula	  Foundation	  with	  assets	  of	  over	  $21	  million.	  

	  
Since	  1922,	  the	  Foundation	  has	  provided	  grants	  worth	  many	  millions	  of	  dollars	  to	  scores	  of	  non-‐	  

profit	  organizations	  and	  for	  student	  scholarships.	  During	  2021	  alone,	  the	  Foundation	  provided	  more	  
than	  $950,000	  to	  organizations	  and	  students	  in	  the	  county.	  

	  
Pfaff	  was	  born	  in	  Frieberg,	  Germany,	  on	  Oct.	  17,	  1851.	  He	  and	  his	  family	  immigrated	  to	  America	  

when	  he	  was	  3	  years	  old.	  He	  lived	  in	  Pittsburgh	  until	  he	  moved	  to	  Ashtabula	  at	  age	  24	  in	  1875	  and	  went	  
to	  work	  as	  a	  carriage	  trimmer	  for	  the	  Ashtabula	  Bow	  Socket	  Co.	  

	  
During	  his	  60	  years	  in	  Ashtabula,	  Pfaff	  became	  an	  executive	  at	  the	  Bow	  Socket,	  served	  as	  mayor	  of	  

the	  city	  and	  as	  president	  and	  a	  major	  benefactor	  for	  Ashtabula	  General	  Hospital,	  now	  the	  Ashtabula	  
County	  Medical	  Center.	  He	  donated	  $250,000	  to	  the	  establishment	  of	  the	  hospital.	  Dedicated	  to	  her	  
memory,	  The	  Amelia	  E	  	  Lewis	  Nurses	  residence	  adjacent	  to	  the	  hospital	  was	  built	  with	  $100,000	  
generously	  provided	  by	  RH	  and	  Amelia	  Lewis	  Pfaff’s	  daughter	  and	  Fred	  K.	  Lewis	  son.	  

	  
In	  1922,	  Pfaff	  created	  the	  philanthropic	  corporation	  now	  known	  as	  The	  Ashtabula	  Foundation.	  

The	  Foundation’s	  earliest	  mission,	  as	  found	  in	  the	  original	  minutes,	  was	  “the	  principal	  and	  income	  shall	  
be	  applied	  and	  used	  by	  the	  trustees	  and	  their	  successors	  in	  and	  for	  religious	  and	  charitable	  purposes,	  in	  
the	  relief	  of	  the	  needy	  and	  the	  benefit	  of	  humanity	  in	  Ashtabula	  …”	  Board	  Members,	  known	  as	  the	  
original	  incorporators	  who	  witnessed	  Pfaff’s	  signing	  on	  September	  5,	  1922:	  

	  
C.	  E.	  CASE	   E.	  P.	  HALL	  
LORENZO	  T.	  CARLISLE	   GEORGE	  C.	  HUBBARD	  
J.	  P.	  DODGE	   FRED	  K.	  LEWIS	  
GEORGE	  E.	  DUCRO	   C.	  D.	  TYLER	  
J.H.	  GOODARD	   A.	  T.	  ULMAN	  

	  
	  
The	  original	  trustees	  of	  the	  Foundation	  included	  some	  of	  the	  most	  prominent	  names	  of	  the	  

Ashtabula	  area,	  a	  tradition	  that	  continues	  to	  this	  day.	  The	  current	  volunteer	  board	  of	  trustees	  includes	  
civic-‐minded	  community	  leaders	  in	  the	  areas	  of	  education,	  religion,	  healthcare,	  and	  business.	  The	  
eleven	  trustees	  have	  a	  combined	  service	  to	  The	  Ashtabula	  Foundation	  of	  over	  140	  years.	  	  

	  
As	  investments	  grew,	  the	  Foundation	  made	  its	  first	  grants	  in	  1924	  to	  the	  Community	  Chest	  (now	  

United	  Way)	  of	  $300,	  and	  the	  YWCA,	  Young	  Women’s	  Christian	  Association	  of	  Ashtabula	  of	  $100.	  The	  
Board	  of	  Trustees	  has	  continued	  its	  support	  of	  the	  ACMC,	  YMCA	  and	  United	  Way,	  Ashtabula	  to	  the	  
present	  day.	  In	  addition	  to	  the	  annual	  distributions	  from	  donor	  designated	  accounts,	  the	  Foundation	  has	  
given	  outright	  grants	  for	  expansion	  and	  upkeep	  of	  the	  facilities,	  as	  well	  as	  supporting	  programs	  of	  those	  
organizations.	  

	  

For	  Immediate	  Release	  	  
Contact	  Kelley	  Katon	  	  
440-‐992-‐6818	  

100                
Years	  	  and	  
Growing!	  

	  
	  

A	  century	  ago,	  Rudolf	  Henry	  Pfaff	  had	  a	  vision	  and	  $5,000	  in	  Liberty	  Bonds.	  Today,	  that	  vision	  
and	  that	  $5,000	  have	  become	  the	  Ashtabula	  Foundation	  with	  assets	  of	  over	  $21	  million.	  

	  
Since	  1922,	  the	  Foundation	  has	  provided	  grants	  worth	  many	  millions	  of	  dollars	  to	  scores	  of	  non-‐	  

profit	  organizations	  and	  for	  student	  scholarships.	  During	  2021	  alone,	  the	  Foundation	  provided	  more	  
than	  $950,000	  to	  organizations	  and	  students	  in	  the	  county.	  

	  
Pfaff	  was	  born	  in	  Frieberg,	  Germany,	  on	  Oct.	  17,	  1851.	  He	  and	  his	  family	  immigrated	  to	  America	  

when	  he	  was	  3	  years	  old.	  He	  lived	  in	  Pittsburgh	  until	  he	  moved	  to	  Ashtabula	  at	  age	  24	  in	  1875	  and	  went	  
to	  work	  as	  a	  carriage	  trimmer	  for	  the	  Ashtabula	  Bow	  Socket	  Co.	  

	  
During	  his	  60	  years	  in	  Ashtabula,	  Pfaff	  became	  an	  executive	  at	  the	  Bow	  Socket,	  served	  as	  mayor	  of	  

the	  city	  and	  as	  president	  and	  a	  major	  benefactor	  for	  Ashtabula	  General	  Hospital,	  now	  the	  Ashtabula	  
County	  Medical	  Center.	  He	  donated	  $250,000	  to	  the	  establishment	  of	  the	  hospital.	  Dedicated	  to	  her	  
memory,	  The	  Amelia	  E	  	  Lewis	  Nurses	  residence	  adjacent	  to	  the	  hospital	  was	  built	  with	  $100,000	  
generously	  provided	  by	  RH	  and	  Amelia	  Lewis	  Pfaff’s	  daughter	  and	  Fred	  K.	  Lewis	  son.	  

	  
In	  1922,	  Pfaff	  created	  the	  philanthropic	  corporation	  now	  known	  as	  The	  Ashtabula	  Foundation.	  

The	  Foundation’s	  earliest	  mission,	  as	  found	  in	  the	  original	  minutes,	  was	  “the	  principal	  and	  income	  shall	  
be	  applied	  and	  used	  by	  the	  trustees	  and	  their	  successors	  in	  and	  for	  religious	  and	  charitable	  purposes,	  in	  
the	  relief	  of	  the	  needy	  and	  the	  benefit	  of	  humanity	  in	  Ashtabula	  …”	  Board	  Members,	  known	  as	  the	  
original	  incorporators	  who	  witnessed	  Pfaff’s	  signing	  on	  September	  5,	  1922:	  

	  
C.	  E.	  CASE	   E.	  P.	  HALL	  
LORENZO	  T.	  CARLISLE	   GEORGE	  C.	  HUBBARD	  
J.	  P.	  DODGE	   FRED	  K.	  LEWIS	  
GEORGE	  E.	  DUCRO	   C.	  D.	  TYLER	  
J.H.	  GOODARD	   A.	  T.	  ULMAN	  

	  
	  
The	  original	  trustees	  of	  the	  Foundation	  included	  some	  of	  the	  most	  prominent	  names	  of	  the	  

Ashtabula	  area,	  a	  tradition	  that	  continues	  to	  this	  day.	  The	  current	  volunteer	  board	  of	  trustees	  includes	  
civic-‐minded	  community	  leaders	  in	  the	  areas	  of	  education,	  religion,	  healthcare,	  and	  business.	  The	  
eleven	  trustees	  have	  a	  combined	  service	  to	  The	  Ashtabula	  Foundation	  of	  over	  140	  years.	  	  

	  
As	  investments	  grew,	  the	  Foundation	  made	  its	  first	  grants	  in	  1924	  to	  the	  Community	  Chest	  (now	  

United	  Way)	  of	  $300,	  and	  the	  YWCA,	  Young	  Women’s	  Christian	  Association	  of	  Ashtabula	  of	  $100.	  The	  
Board	  of	  Trustees	  has	  continued	  its	  support	  of	  the	  ACMC,	  YMCA	  and	  United	  Way,	  Ashtabula	  to	  the	  
present	  day.	  In	  addition	  to	  the	  annual	  distributions	  from	  donor	  designated	  accounts,	  the	  Foundation	  has	  
given	  outright	  grants	  for	  expansion	  and	  upkeep	  of	  the	  facilities,	  as	  well	  as	  supporting	  programs	  of	  those	  
organizations.	  

	  

For	  Immediate	  Release	  	  
Contact	  Kelley	  Katon	  	  
440-‐992-‐6818	  

100                
Years	  	  and	  
Growing!	  

	  
	  

A	  century	  ago,	  Rudolf	  Henry	  Pfaff	  had	  a	  vision	  and	  $5,000	  in	  Liberty	  Bonds.	  Today,	  that	  vision	  
and	  that	  $5,000	  have	  become	  the	  Ashtabula	  Foundation	  with	  assets	  of	  over	  $21	  million.	  

	  
Since	  1922,	  the	  Foundation	  has	  provided	  grants	  worth	  many	  millions	  of	  dollars	  to	  scores	  of	  non-‐	  

profit	  organizations	  and	  for	  student	  scholarships.	  During	  2021	  alone,	  the	  Foundation	  provided	  more	  
than	  $950,000	  to	  organizations	  and	  students	  in	  the	  county.	  

	  
Pfaff	  was	  born	  in	  Frieberg,	  Germany,	  on	  Oct.	  17,	  1851.	  He	  and	  his	  family	  immigrated	  to	  America	  

when	  he	  was	  3	  years	  old.	  He	  lived	  in	  Pittsburgh	  until	  he	  moved	  to	  Ashtabula	  at	  age	  24	  in	  1875	  and	  went	  
to	  work	  as	  a	  carriage	  trimmer	  for	  the	  Ashtabula	  Bow	  Socket	  Co.	  

	  
During	  his	  60	  years	  in	  Ashtabula,	  Pfaff	  became	  an	  executive	  at	  the	  Bow	  Socket,	  served	  as	  mayor	  of	  

the	  city	  and	  as	  president	  and	  a	  major	  benefactor	  for	  Ashtabula	  General	  Hospital,	  now	  the	  Ashtabula	  
County	  Medical	  Center.	  He	  donated	  $250,000	  to	  the	  establishment	  of	  the	  hospital.	  Dedicated	  to	  her	  
memory,	  The	  Amelia	  E	  	  Lewis	  Nurses	  residence	  adjacent	  to	  the	  hospital	  was	  built	  with	  $100,000	  
generously	  provided	  by	  RH	  and	  Amelia	  Lewis	  Pfaff’s	  daughter	  and	  Fred	  K.	  Lewis	  son.	  

	  
In	  1922,	  Pfaff	  created	  the	  philanthropic	  corporation	  now	  known	  as	  The	  Ashtabula	  Foundation.	  

The	  Foundation’s	  earliest	  mission,	  as	  found	  in	  the	  original	  minutes,	  was	  “the	  principal	  and	  income	  shall	  
be	  applied	  and	  used	  by	  the	  trustees	  and	  their	  successors	  in	  and	  for	  religious	  and	  charitable	  purposes,	  in	  
the	  relief	  of	  the	  needy	  and	  the	  benefit	  of	  humanity	  in	  Ashtabula	  …”	  Board	  Members,	  known	  as	  the	  
original	  incorporators	  who	  witnessed	  Pfaff’s	  signing	  on	  September	  5,	  1922:	  

	  
C.	  E.	  CASE	   E.	  P.	  HALL	  
LORENZO	  T.	  CARLISLE	   GEORGE	  C.	  HUBBARD	  
J.	  P.	  DODGE	   FRED	  K.	  LEWIS	  
GEORGE	  E.	  DUCRO	   C.	  D.	  TYLER	  
J.H.	  GOODARD	   A.	  T.	  ULMAN	  

	  
	  
The	  original	  trustees	  of	  the	  Foundation	  included	  some	  of	  the	  most	  prominent	  names	  of	  the	  

Ashtabula	  area,	  a	  tradition	  that	  continues	  to	  this	  day.	  The	  current	  volunteer	  board	  of	  trustees	  includes	  
civic-‐minded	  community	  leaders	  in	  the	  areas	  of	  education,	  religion,	  healthcare,	  and	  business.	  The	  
eleven	  trustees	  have	  a	  combined	  service	  to	  The	  Ashtabula	  Foundation	  of	  over	  140	  years.	  	  

	  
As	  investments	  grew,	  the	  Foundation	  made	  its	  first	  grants	  in	  1924	  to	  the	  Community	  Chest	  (now	  

United	  Way)	  of	  $300,	  and	  the	  YWCA,	  Young	  Women’s	  Christian	  Association	  of	  Ashtabula	  of	  $100.	  The	  
Board	  of	  Trustees	  has	  continued	  its	  support	  of	  the	  ACMC,	  YMCA	  and	  United	  Way,	  Ashtabula	  to	  the	  
present	  day.	  In	  addition	  to	  the	  annual	  distributions	  from	  donor	  designated	  accounts,	  the	  Foundation	  has	  
given	  outright	  grants	  for	  expansion	  and	  upkeep	  of	  the	  facilities,	  as	  well	  as	  supporting	  programs	  of	  those	  
organizations.	  

	  

 Over ten years ago, the Ashtabula Foundation created its Youth Philanthropy 
program hoping to cultivate the next generation of philanthropists in Ashtabula County. 
Mollia Zezzo is proof those hopes are being fullfilled.

 The program was first initiated by the Foundation at Grand Valley High School 
in Orwell and today philanthropy boards exist in all 10 schools in Ashtabula County. The 
Foundation provides $5,000 to each High School Philanthropy Board and students follow 
the same procedures used by the Ashtabula Foundation directors to grant funds to non-
profit organizations in the community.

 Conneaut High School has been sponsored directly by the Conneaut Foundation 
since 2014.

 The student boards solicit and review grant applications and conduct on-site 
interviews to learn about the organization’s request. The students then meet to discuss which 
organizations will receive a grant.

 One of the first things the program makes clear to the students is that needs in 
the community are far greater than the $5,000 they have to distribute. Zezzo is doing what 
she can to narrow that gap. She was a sophomore at Edgewood High School when the 
program changed her outlook on life. “The Youth Philanthropy program led me to start my 
own business when I was 17. Today I am 21, running my own faith-based apparel company, 
Follow the Son.”

 Proceeds of Follow the Son sales are donated to organizations in need.

 Zezzo, a resident of North Kingsville, said serving on Edgewood’s Youth 
Philanthropy Board, “sparked the idea to create my own company that would raise money 
to donate to similar organizations in the county.” That company, Follow the Son, has shipped 
items to all 50 states including Puerto Rico and donated about $6,800 to 15 non-profit 
organizations, she said.

 “I am a full-time college student at Ohio University studying Applied Management 
in hopes to earn a degree next May. How I like to put it is, this company is a gift from 
God and I have been honored to run it and give generously to communities. He’s working 
through me and this business to spread Good News and share the Gospel through my 
simple, modern faith-based apparel designs. Follow the Son is fully in God’s hands and 
depending on the future growth of it, I would be open to taking this on as my full-time 
job. Until then, I plan to start my career working after college in the promotional products 
industry alongside my family members and run Follow the Son after hours,” she said.

 Zezzo’s story fits the template created by the Ashtabula Foundation to guide the 
students to adult lives of service and volunteerism. “We feel the Youth Philanthropy program 
provides immeasurable experiences and lifelong values of service learning for our youth,” a 
Foundation official explained. “Not only are they contributing to the development of their 
community, but they are also contributing to their own development of core values such as 
leadership, civic engagement, and volunteerism, something we hope they carry on into their 
adult lives.”

 The Foundation’s goal is to allow the students to focus on ways to give back to the 
community through service learning, to expand leadership skills, to use their individual 
talents and energy to help in this type of endeavor relating to the community in which they 
live and work, the official said.

 Snce its inception, the Youth Philanthropy program has granted more than 
$300,000 to local non-profit organizations.

Watch for next month’s article to learn more about the Ashtabula Foundation.
Celebrating 100 years of service!


